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TTHHEE  TTHHRREEEE  RR’’ss  
  

RReeccyyccllee  
  RReeccyyccllee  mmeeaannss  ttoo  uussee  aa  pprroodduucctt  aaggaaiinn  aafftteerr  iitt  iiss  cchhaannggeedd  ffrroomm  iittss  oorriiggiinnaall  

ffoorrmm..    IItt  iiss  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  oolldd  oorr  ddiissccaarrddeedd  mmaatteerriiaall  aanndd  ttuurrnniinngg  tthheemm  

iinnttoo  nneeww  pprroodduuccttss..    WWhhiillee  ccoonnsseerrvviinngg  llaannddffiillll  ssppaaccee  aanndd  rreedduucciinngg  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  

ppoolllluuttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  aaiirr  aanndd  wwaatteerr  ffrroomm  wwaassttee  iinncciinneerraattiioonn  aanndd  llaannddffiillll  ddiissppoossaall,,  

rreeccyycclliinngg  ddeeccrreeaasseess  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  rraaww  mmaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  eenneerrggyy  tthhaatt  

mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  wwoouulldd  ootthheerrwwiissee  uussee  iinn  pprroodduucciinngg  nneeww  pprroodduucctt..  

  

RReedduuccee  
RReedduuccee  mmeeaannss  ttoo  uussee  lleessss..    RReedduucciinngg  oouurr  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  ooff  mmaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  

rreedduucciinngg  tthhee  wwaassttee  ooff  mmaatteerriiaallss  aallssoo  aaddddss  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  ooff  oouurr  rreessoouurrcceess..    

BByy  bbuuyyiinngg  oonnllyy  wwhhaatt  wwee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ““eevveerryy  oonnccee  iinn  aa  wwhhiillee””  pprroojjeeccttss,,  pprroodduuccttss  

wwiitthh  mmiinniimmaall  ppaacckkaaggiinngg  aanndd  eevveerryyddaayy  iitteemmss  iinn  bbuullkk  wwee  rreedduuccee  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  

wwaassttee  wwee  ggeenneerraattee..      
  

RReeuussee  
RReeuussee  mmeeaannss  eexxtteennddiinngg  tthhee  ““lliiffee””  oorr  rreeppuurrppoossiinngg  aann  iitteemm  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  

ddiissccaarrddiinngg  oorr  tthhrroowwiinngg  iitt  aawwaayy..    AAnn  iitteemm  mmaayy  hhaavvee  eexxcceeeeddeedd  iittss  lliiffee--ssppaann  

ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  oonnee  jjoobb,,  bbuutt  iitt  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aannootthheerr  vvaalluuaabbllee  uussee..    FFoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  tthhoossee  

iinnddiivviidduuaall  ssiizzee  ppllaassttiicc  ppoopp  bboottttlleess  mmaayy  bbee  eemmppttyy  bbuutt  iiff  yyoouu  ccuutt  ooffff  tthhee  ttoopp  

22//33
rrdd
’’ss,,  yyoouu  hhaavvee  eexxcceelllleenntt  sseeeeddiinngg  ppoottss  ffoorr  pprreeppaarriinngg  hheerrbbss,,  vveeggeettaabblleess  aanndd//oorr  

fflloowweerrss  ffoorr  yyoouurr  sspprriinngg  ggaarrddeenn..  
  

CClloossee  tthhee  RReeccyycclliinngg  LLoooopp  
TThhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  rreeccyycclliinngg  ddeeppeennddss  oonn  YYOOUU!!    LLooookk  ffoorr  

pprroodduuccttss  oorr  pprroodduuccttss  wwiitthhiinn  ppaacckkaaggiinngg  mmaaddee  ffrroomm  

rreeccyycclleedd  mmaatteerriiaall..    WWhheenn  yyoouurr  bbuuyyiinngg  ppoowweerr  

iinnccrreeaasseess  tthhee  ddeemmaanndd  ooff  rreeccyycclleedd  ccoonntteenntt  iitteemmss,,  yyoouu  

aarree  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  yyoouu  oowwnn  rreeccyycclliinngg  eeffffoorrttss  aanndd  ccaann  

ddrriivvee  tthhee  pprriicceess  ddoowwnn  bbyy  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  pprroodduuccttss  

mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  wwiitthh  lleessss  eenneerrggyy  aanndd  tthhee  lleessss  eexxppeennssiivvee  

rreeccyycclleedd  rraaww  mmaatteerriiaallss  ..    



 4 

  

MMccLLeeoodd  CCoouunnttyy’’ss  RReeccyycclliinngg  PPrrooggrraamm  
  

IItt  AAllll  CCoommeess  BBaacckk  TToo  YYoouu  
TThhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  aannyy  rreeccyycclliinngg  pprrooggrraamm  iiss  ddeeppeennddaanntt  oonn  tthhee  

iinnddiivviidduuaall’’ss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  rreeccyycclliinngg..    HHooww  wwee  ssoorrtt  aanndd  pprreeppaarree  mmaatteerriiaall  

ffoorr  rreeccyycclliinngg  ddeetteerrmmiinneess  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  ooff  rreeccyyccllaabbllee  mmaatteerriiaall..    
  

CCoonnttaammiinnaattiioonn  ==  ggaarrbbaaggee  ccrreeaattiioonn  
UUnnwwaanntteedd  aanndd  uunnddeessiirraabbllee  iitteemmss  ccoonnttaammiinnaattiinngg  aa  llooaadd  ooff  rreeccyyccllaabbllee  

mmaatteerriiaall  ccaann  vviirrttuuaallllyy  sseenndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  llooaadd  ttoo  tthhee  llaannddffiillll..    BBee  aann  aaccccuurraattee  

rreeccyycclleerr..  UUssee  tthhiiss  GGUUIIDDEE  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu  wwiitthh  rreeccyycclliinngg  aanndd  tthhee  pprrooppeerr  

mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  ootthheerr  rreeccyyccllaabbllee  mmaatteerriiaall..  AAllssoo,,  ffeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  uuss  

wwiitthh  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss,,  wwee’’rree  hheerree  ttoo  hheellpp!!    
  

CCoo--mmiinnggllee  vvss..  55--ssoorrtt  SSeeppaarraattiioonn  
  IItt  ssttiillll  ttaakkeess  tthhee  ssaammee  aammoouunntt  ooff  ttiimmee  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  ssoouurrccee  sseeppaarraatteedd  

mmaatteerriiaall  aass  iitt  ddooeess  ccoo--mmiinngglleedd,,  ssoo  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  bbiigg  ddeeaall??    FFoorr  mmoosstt  

rreessiiddeennttiiaall  rreeccyycclleerrss  iitt  iiss  aa  mmaatttteerr  ooff  ssppaaccee  ssoouurrccee  sseeppaarraattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreess;;  

mmoorree  bbaaggss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttyyppeess  ooff  rreeccyyccllaabblleess  eeqquuaallss  mmoorree  ssppaaccee  ttoo  ssttoorree  

tthheemm  aallll..    SSoo  wwhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  bbeenneeffiittss??    IIff  yyoouurr  rreeccyyccllaabblleess  aarree  ggooiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

MMccLLeeoodd  CCoouunnttyy  MMaatteerriiaall  RReeccoovveerryy  FFaacciilliittyy,,  tthhee  rreevveennuuee  ggeenneerraatteedd  ffrroomm  

ssoouurrccee  sseeppaarraatteedd  rreeccyyccllaabblleess  iiss  ffaarr  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  tthhaatt  ooff  ccoo--mmiinngglleedd..    TThhiiss  

rreevveennuuee  iiss  uusseedd  ttoo  kkeeeepp  eexxiissttiinngg  ssoolliidd  wwaassttee  pprrooggrraammss,,  aass  wweellll  aass,,  tthhee  

mmeeaannss  ttoo  eexxppaanndd  oonn  tthheemm  oorr  ccrreeaattee  nneeww  oonneess..      

  TThhee  55--ssoorrtt  rreeccyycclliinngg  ssyysstteemm  wwaass  cchhoosseenn  ttoo  mmaaxxiimmiizzee  rreeccyycclliinngg  

rreevveennuuee,,  mmiinniimmiizzee  ccoossttss,,  aanndd  ttoo  kkeeeepp  tthhee  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  llooccaall..    

BBeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhiiss,,  wwee  aarree  aabbllee  ttoo  ooffffeerr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  rreeccyycclliinngg  pprrooggrraammss  ssoo  yyoouu  

ccaann  rreeccyyccllee  mmoorree!!    TThhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  MMccLLeeoodd  CCoouunnttyy’’ss  rreeccyycclliinngg  pprrooggrraammss  iiss  

ddeeppeennddaanntt  oonn  tthhee  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ooff  oouurr  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt,,  aarreeaa  hhaauulleerrss  aanndd,,  mmoosstt  

iimmppoorrttaannttllyy,,  yyoouu..    WWhhaatt  yyoouu  ppuutt  oouutt  aatt  tthhee  ccuurrbb  oorr  ttaakkee  ttoo  aa  rreeccyycclliinngg  

ddrroopp--ssiittee  ccoommeess  bbaacckk  ttoo  yyoouu  aass  nneeww  ccoonnttaaiinneerrss,,  hhoouusseehhoolldd  pprroodduuccttss,,  

pprroodduuccttss  ffoorr  rreeuussee,,  aanndd  aa  CCLLEEAANNEERR  &&  GGRREEEENNEERR  ccoommmmuunniittyy..      

AAfftteerr  aallll––  WWhhaatt  yyoouu  ddoo  ccoommeess  bbaacckk  ttoo  yyoouu!!  
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HHOOWW  TTOO  SSOORRTT  &&  PPRREEPPAARREE  

RReeccyyccllaabblleess  AAcccceepptteedd  iinn  MMccLLeeoodd  CCoouunnttyy  
((CCuurrbbssiiddee,,  SShheeddss  &&  DDrroopp--BBooxxeess))  

 

  

GLASS: All Colored Glass   
Please remove all caps & 

lids.  No ceramics (example- 

coffee mugs), window glass or 

mirrors.     
 

METAL CANS: Aluminum, aluminum foil, and tin cans may be 

placed in the same bag.   
 

PLASTIC: #1 - #7 plastics – soda 

bottles, milk/water jugs,  

laundry containers, 

shampoo bottles, etc.  
#6 Polystyrene must be taken to 

the Recycling Facility to be 

recycled, not placed curbside. 

MIXED PAPER:  All newspaper, glossy inserts, flyers, magazines, 

catalogs, phone books, junk mail, hard & soft cover 

books, notebooks, office paper, sticky notes, folders, 

etc. may be put together.  
 

BOXES: Includes cardboard and gift boxes, food packaging 

boxes. Please remove all plastic wrap and 

polystyrene from packaging containers 
 

Material Recovery Facility-Recycling  
1065 5th Avenue SE  Hutchinson, MN 55350 

1 800 335-0575 ● www.co.mcleod.mn.us/solidwaste  

 

---Hours of Operation--- 

24 Hours/Day 7 Days/Week 
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County-wide Curbside Services 
City Frequency of Pick-up Recycling Day 

Biscay Every Week Wednesday 

Brownton Every Week Tuesday 

Glencoe Every Week Monday 

Hutchinson (Route 1) Every Week Monday 

Hutchinson (Route 2) Every Week Tuesday 

Hutchinson (Route 3) Every Week Wednesday 

Hutchinson (Route 4) Every Week Thursday 

Hutchinson (Route 5) Every Week Friday 

Lester Prairie Every Week Monday 

Plato Every Week Monday 

Silver Lake Every Week Thursday 

Stewart Every Week Tuesday 

Winsted Every Week Tuesday 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofbrownton.com/
http://www.glencoemn.org/
http://www.ci.hutchinson.mn.us/recycle.html
http://www.ci.hutchinson.mn.us/recycle.html
http://www.ci.hutchinson.mn.us/recycle.html
http://www.ci.hutchinson.mn.us/recycle.html
http://www.ci.hutchinson.mn.us/recycle.html
http://www.lesterprairieheraldjournal.com/
http://www.cityofplato.com/favicon.ico
http://www.cityofsilverlake.org/favicon.ico
http://www.winsted.mn.us/
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County Recycling Drop-Box Sites 

City    Location           

Brownton 1st Avenue across from the 

County Hwy Garage 

Glencoe 13th Street South-South of Pro 

Auto next to RR tracks 

Hutchinson 1065 5th Avenue SE-Blue 

Baskets on West side  

OPEN 24/7 

Stewart Corner of Croyden Street & 

Bowman Street 

 

Township Recycling Sheds 

Township   Location           

Acoma  Town Hall, 230th Street – Hutchinson 

Bergen              McLeod County Hwy Garage, 

North of town on Co. Rd. 9 -   

Lester Prairie 

Hale McLeod County Hwy Garage, 

East Ave. & Main St. – Silver Lake 

Helen Helen Township Hall- North on 

Co. Rd. 9 

Lynn Town Hall, Co. Rd. 7 – 

Hutchinson 

Hassan Valley   Across from Town Hall – Biscay 
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Plastic Bag Recycling… 
 

Plastic Grocery and Retail bags  
Can be recycled in the large  

RED containers next to the 24/7 
recycling baskets located 
On the WEST side of the  

Recycling Facility. 
 

For more information about how you can BG2GB (Be Green 2 Give Back) 

or, to find out if your non-profit is eligible for this program contact: 

McLeod County Solid Waste Management at 1(800) 335-0575,          

by e-mail at mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us 

or on the web: www.co.mcleod.mn.us/solidwaste. 

mailto:mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us
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Aluminum Redemption & 

Donation Program 
Redeem money for your aluminum cans at the MRF 

(McLeod County Material Recovery Facility).  Prices will 

be subject to change based on end markets.  Residents can also 

donate their can dollars to a non-profit organization participating in the Non-

Profit Donation Directory.  Located on the west side of the Material Recovery 

Facility (second set of sliding glass doors) at 1065 5th Avenue SE in Hutchinson  

For current aluminum pricing call (320) 484-4346 

or checkout our website. 

Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday  8am to 4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located in the 

Aluminum Redemption 

Center, a paper shredder 

is available for public 

use to shred household 

or business documents 

containing sensitive or 

confidential information.  
This service is FREE. 
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Located at the 

Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
1065 5th Avenue SE in Hutchinson  

(First set of sliding glass doors on the west side) 
 

 Wine Corks  Real and Synthetic 

 Crayons   Any color, broken or whole pieces 

 Fishing Gear  Lead sinkers and lures, unwanted or broken fishing line. 

 Alkaline Batteries Button sizes, AAA, AA, C, D , 9-volt, and lantern sizes. 

 Rechargeable  Located in all rechargeable items; cordless phones, 

Batteries   tools, flashlights, toothbrushes, razors, small    

    household appliances, etc. 

 Other Batteries: Automotive, motorcycle, lawnmower, and any other 

battery 
 

 Ink-jet    All makes and models from personal computer printers/  

Cartridges:  fax machines 
 

 Laser Cartridges: All makes and models from commercial printers & fax 

machines 

 Recordable All brands of compact discs, cassettes, floppy discs, VHS  

Media: tapes, etc. are securely and discretely accepted for 

recycling. 
 

 Packing Material:  Bubble Wrap and Packing Peanuts are accepted. 

 EPS: Expanded Polystyrene Packaging accepted. 

 Cords & Light Charger cords, holiday lights, extension cords, adapters, 

Strands:   electrical cords, and any coated/uncoated wire.  
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Hazardous Waste Disposal Programs 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
 

1065 5th Avenue SE in Hutchinson  

    1 (800) 335-0575 or (320) 484-4322 

First set of sliding glass doors  

under the blue steel canopy on the west side 

 

Items Accepted 
 

 Latex Paint 

 Insect Repellants 
 Oil Based Paints 

 Aerosol Cans 

 Paint Thinner 

 Adhesives 

 Automotive Fluids 

 Household 
Solvents 

 Varnish Strippers 

 Driveway Sealers 

 Wood 

Preservatives 
 Weed Killers 

 Oven Cleaners 

 Stains & Varnishes 

 Glues & Cements 

 Mercury 

 Gasoline & 

Kerosene 

 Rust Removers 

 Ammonia 

 Insecticides 

 Patching Cement 

 Pool Chemicals 

 All Batteries 

 Portland Cement 

 Sealers 

 Waxes & Polishes 

 Asbestos Cements 
 Many More Common 

Household Product

Items NOT Accepted 
 

 Explosives 

 Unidentified 

Material 

 Compressed 

Gases 

 Pharmaceuticals 

 Veterinary 

Supplies 

 Radioactive 

Material
 

-- Hours of Operation -- 
 

YEAR ROUND     SUMMER-(NOT in 2011)   

Tuesday – Friday     Extra Summer Hours  

8 am to 4pm                    (June-August) 

CLOSED ON ALL MAJOR HOLIDAYS  Open Tuesdays till 8 pm 
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For all your 

Home 

improvement 

projects! 

 
The FREEuse Center, located in the 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 

Facility, consists of an assortment of 
usable household products brought in 
to the HHW Facility.  The center is open 
the same hours as the HHW Facility.  
The items on the shelves are available 

to the public free of charge and on a 
first come first serve basis.  Items on 
the shelves change daily and 
McLeod County staff cannot 
guarantee that specific 

items will be available, nor can they 

guarantee which day of the week the 
shelves may get re-stocked.  The 
HHW Facility does not guarantee the 
condition of the materials set aside 
for reuse.  For a list of items available 
through the FREEuse Center, refer 

back to the list of Items Accepted on 
the previous page (11). 
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Problem Material Program 
 

The items listed in this section are accepted at the HHW Facility 

located at 1065 5th Avenue SE in Hutchinson.  Enter through the 

first set of sliding glass doors on the west side (Under the blue 

steel canopy).  Fees will apply to some of the problem materials 

accepted. 
 
 

Fluorescent Bulbs      Any   $.75 ea. 

Compact Fluorescent Bulbs   Free 
 

PCB Ballasts               Any   $1.00 lb 

Non-PCB Ballasts       Any   $.50 lb  
              

Motor Oil                       Free 

                                   (Must be contained and properly   

sealed in 5 gallon quantities or 

less.) 

Oil Filters                      
Lt. car & truck             Any   $.50 ea. 

Other                         Any   $1.50 ea. 
 

Antifreeze    Free  

                                (Must be contained and properly sealed in 5 

gallon quantities or less.) 
 

Single Use Propane     $1.25 ea. 

Cylindars (17 oz. or less) 
 

Batteries (Any size)     Free 
 

Holiday Light Strands    Free 
Extension Cords      Free 

Cooking Oil      Free  
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Problem Material Management 
 

Problem Materials are classified as household items that can be recycled, 
but are cumbersome and are not replaced regularly.  Many contain 
hazardous components and/or chemicals which pose environmental as well 
as public health and safety concerns. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Appliance & Electronic Collections 
 There are four appliance & 
electronic collection sites located 

throughout McLeod County.  One site 
is open year round and the 
remaining three are seasonal.   
Recycling Fees are $10.00 each for  
electronics and appliances. Electronics 
smaller than a laptop computer and 
electronic accessories are FREE. 

For further information call  1 (800) 335-0575. 
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Some examples of appliances are:  Washers, Dryers, Water Heaters, Microwaves, Water Softeners, 

Stoves, Refrigerators, Air Conditioners, Dehumidifiers, Freezers & Dishwashers.  

Some examples of electronics are: TV’s, Stereo Equipment, Computer Equipment, Copiers, Faxes, 
Printers, Phone Systems, Video Recorders, DVD Players, Cameras, etc.  

*Hours of Operation at the Winsted, Brownton, and Glencoe sites are “Seasonal & Weather Permitting”. 

 

 

Collection Site* Hours of Operation Special Instructions 

Hutchinson Site 
McLeod County Solid Waste 

Management  (320) 484-4300 

 

M-F 8am-4pm, 
                

 

N/A 

Brownton Branch 
(320) 328-5318 

April-Nov. T & Th: 4pm-8pm, 
               Saturdays: 9am-5pm 

MUST Prepay at City 
Hall prior to disposal 

Glencoe Branch 
(320) 864-5586 

April-Nov. T & Th: 12pm-7pm 
               Saturdays: 8am-3pm 

MUST Prepay at City 
Hall prior to disposal 

Winsted Branch 
(320) 485-2366 

April-Nov. M & W: 4pm-Dark 

               Saturdays: 9am-1pm 
MUST Prepay at City 

Hall prior to disposal 
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The Hazards of Open Burning 
 

 Although prevalent in greater Minnesota, the burning of household 
garbage is dangerous to your health.  Besides the visible ash, burn barrels 
give off high levels of carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and 
heavy metals such as lead, mercury, arsenic, barium, chromium and 
cadmium.   

Dioxins are also one of the many pollutants given off from open 
burning.  Dioxin is a catch-all word for three highly toxic chemical groups: 
true dioxins, furans and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  Dioxins are 
given off in large amounts when household plastics and paper are burned.  
The dioxins accumulate in the soil surrounding the burn barrels.  Dioxins 

are absorbed into plants and will work themselves up into the food chain to 
humans who eat the animals or crops grown from the soil.  Dioxins, just 
like PCBs, do not break down or leave our bodies, it accumulates in our fat 
cells over time with the certainty of causing health problems as we are 
continually exposed over time.  Dioxins have been linked to an extensive 
list of adverse health effects, some examples are: 

 Reproductive Disorders 
 Several Types of Cancer 
 Liver Damage 
 Diabetes 

 Allergies and Asthma 
 Immune System Dysfunction 
 Skin Diseases and/or Rashes 
 Muscle Dysfunction 

For mothers or women of child bearing age, the concerns for exposure are 
of even greater concern.  Exposure to unborn children can cause higher 
infant mortality rates, birth defects, neurobehavioral disorders and learning 
disabilities. 
 The heavy metals given off by open burning is no 
laughing matter either.  Lead accumulates in your 
bones, blood and soft tissues of the body affecting 
the kidneys, central nervous system and all blood 
forming organs where it will eventually cause 
behavioral disorders, brain damage and seizures.  

The heavy metals work their way through the soil into 
the groundwater to cause the above noted health 
problems. 
 Even though the harmless looking frozen 
food boxes and junk mail may seem safe to burn, 
they are some of the many items that give off toxic 
emissions that cause serious health and 
environmental problems 
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McLeod County Burning Reduction/Education Campaign 
  

If you are one of many McLeod County residents that still use backyard disposal 

methods such as burn barrels and open pits for burning your household waste, this 

campaign is for you. The campaign initiated by the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency (MPCA), will be working towards eliminating burn barrels by 2010. In 

collaboration with the MPCA, McLeod County has partnered with local haulers (Waste 

Management, West Central Sanitation and TCW) by offering to dispose of your burn 

barrel in exchange for garbage pickup at a reduced rate and/or other incentives. 
  

For most Minnesotans, you probably are not aware it has been against the law to burn 

or bury household waste since 1969 with the exception as it relates to farming 

operations. But more importantly, you may not be aware of the toxic air pollutants that 

are released into the air and close to ground level where they are easily inhaled. 

  

Health Concern 
Did you know that the largest portion of pollutants emitted from burning household waste in burn barrels and 

open pits are carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO2), and nitrogen oxides (NOx)? Research has also 

determined smaller amounts of more poisonous chemicals are commonly detected in the smoke are:  benzene, 

styrene, and formaldehyde, polychlorinated dibenzodioxins (PCDD’s or dioxins) polychlorinated dibenzofurans 

(PCDF’s or furans), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s) and heavy metals such as lead, mercury and arsenic. 
  

Among the environmental and health risks posed by residential and commercial garbage burning, dioxin is a 

key concern. Dioxin is a potential human carcinogen that is especially harmful to pregnant women, children and 

the elderly. Dioxin is also an endocrine disrupter and can cause reproductive, developmental and immunological 

problems in humans and animals. 
  

U. S. EPA research shows that burn barrels are the #1 source of dioxin in the U.S. Just one burn barrel can 

produce as much or more that a full-scale municipal waste combustor burning 200 tons/day. (*Inventory of 

Sources of Dioxin the U.S., March 2001)  
  

The McLeod County Burn Barrel Campaign is a voluntary program. If you would like to participate or would 

like more information, please mail the survey form to: 

  

McLeod County Solid Waste Department 

Attn:  Burn Barrel Program 

1065 5
th

 Avenue SE 

Hutchinson, MN  55350 

OR 

Mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

_____ Yes, I would like to participate in the program ______ Maybe, but I would like more information 

  

  

              Name               _________________________________________________ 

              Address           _________________________________________________ 

              Telephone #     _________________________________________________ 

              Cell #               _________________________________________________ 

              E-mail              _________________________________________________ 
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The Take It To The Box program promotes the safe use, safe storage and safe disposal of unneeded 
prescription and over-the-counter medications.  This includes both human and animal medications. 
A growing concern is the abuse, by youth and others, of medications not prescribed for them.  Safe disposal 
makes medicines less available. 

Evidence is increasing of the damage to the environment due to unsafe disposal of medications.  Proper 
disposal helps protect our soil and water. 

The Take It To The Box medication disposal boxes will be available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.   

Take It To The Box Drop Sites: 

McLeod County Sheriff’s Office                     Winsted Police Dept.                              Hutchinson Police Dept. 

801 East 10
th
 Street               201 1

st
 St. North                 10 Franklin St. S                                           

Glencoe, MN                                                      Winsted, MN                          Hutchinson, MN 
 

For more information, contact: 

Thea Klause at (320) 864-1390 or McLeod County HHW at (320) 484-4322 

mcleodmeada@yahoo.com or mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us 

                        Or check out MEADA of McLeod County or McLeod County Solid Waste on  
 

Program Partners: 

MEADA of McLeod County; McLeod County Solid Waste, Sheriff’s Department, Public Health, 
Environmental Services and Social Services; the police departments of Hutchinson and Winsted; 
United Way of McLeod County, Recovery Resources of Winsted, AgStar Financial Services and the 
Lions of Glencoe. 

mailto:mcleodmeada@yahoo.com
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Other Recycling & Reuse Outlets 
 

The Product Stewardship Directory 
 

This directory is a comprehensive list of area businesses that accept various 
household items for recycling or reuse purposes.  Household items listed in 
this directory include (but are not limited to):  

 Clothes Hangers  
 Automotive Batteries  
 Books  
 Dry Cleaning Bags  
 Packing Peanuts  

 Bubble Wrap  
 Eye Glasses  

 Styrofoam 
 Tires 
 Sharps 
 Appliances 
 Electronics 

 Flower Pots & Flats 
 And Much More…

 
 

 

 

Solid Waste Management Department 
1065 5th Avenue SE 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 
Contact Information: 

(320) 484-4300 ● 1(800) 335-0575 ● www.co.mcleod.mn.us/solidwaste ● 
mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us ●  

 

McLeod County Solid Waste on  

 

http://www.co.mcleod.mn.us/solidwaste%20●
mailto:mcleod.solidwaste@co.mcleod.mn.us
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